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Program note

The beautiful San Juan Islands lie to the northwest of Seattle, and one of 
them has a special attraction: the Orcas Island Chamber Music Festival. Top-
notch musicians playing great music for an audience that cares; it doesn’t get 
much better than that.

The festival is run by Aloysia Friedmann, a violinist/violist, and her husband, 
the pianist Jon Kimura Parker. I knew both of them when they lived in New 
York, so I was delighted both personally and musically when the possibility of 
a commission arose (through the generosity of Jerry and Joanne Smith). We 
easily settled on a piano quartet (violin, viola, cello and piano), a combination 
I have always liked but had never written for.

Or so I thought. After starting to work on it, a really strange thing happened: 
while looking for something else, I discovered that I had done extensive work 
on a piano quartet several years earlier, but, since it was not a commission 
and had no deadline, I had put it aside because of the time pressure of some 
other project and, uncharacteristically, I forgot about it.

Buried treasure recovered! I discarded what I didn’t like and kept what I did, 
which turned out to be a large part of three of the four movements.

The premiere of the piece, which was part of a residency featuring several of 
my works, took place on August 31, 2007; the players were William Preucil, 
Aloysia Friedmann, Desmond Hoebig, and Jon Kimura Parker. For my wife 
and me, it was the climax of a week of good music-making, good food, good 
scenery, and good company.

– Peter Schickele
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Commissioned by Jerry and Joanne Smith to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Orcas Island Chamber Music Festival

Music for Orcas Island
for Violin, Viola, Cello, and Piano
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I. Spring Sunshine
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