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Program Notes

From my early years studying violin at the Tehran Music Conservatory, I was captivated by the sound 
of the kamancheh, an ancient Persian bowed instrument considered one of the ancestors to the modern 
violin. I was pleased when the National Endowment for the Arts awarded me a grant to write a violin 
concerto as it provided me with an occasion to rekindle my fascination with the kamancheh. The notion 
of writing a violin concerto that would incorporate the power and brilliance of a modern instrument 
with the delicate and lyrical character of an ancient one was simply irresistible. Moreover, the inspiration 
from the kamancheh also informed my use of Persian modes, melodic, and rhythmic figures.

The notes of the violin’s open strings (G, D, A, E) also influenced many of the melodic and harmonic 
elements of my violin concerto. The opening tutti is mostly based on intervals of a perfect 4th and 5th.  
The primary material for each movement incorporates notes of two of the open strings of the violin, 
creating a three-note melodic motif as the basis of themes:

 1st movement: A-D-A

2nd movement: D-G-D

3rd movement: E-A-E

The overall structure of the concerto is organic and cyclical, as themes are shared between the three 
movements. For example, the main musical idea of the third movement is a transformation of the first 
movement’s primary theme. While the movements share similar musical materials, each one is defined 
by distinguishing characters. 

The first movement is conflicted; alternating between sections of unabashed lyricism and unforgiving 
ferocity. The second movement is haunting, mysterious, and expressive with long melodic lines that vary 
continuously. It moves through different moods and characters including a reimagining of a traditional 
Persian wedding tune played by the orchestra (m. 98). The third movement is festive in character and 
features much brilliant passagework for the solo violin. At the climax of this movement, themes from 
the previous movements re-emerge simultaneously with greater intensity, propelling the concerto to an 
energetic finale.

The Concerto was composed in 1994 and is dedicated to Joshua Bell.

INstrumeNtatIoN

Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes (2nd doubling English Horn)
2 B( Clarinets
2 Bassoons

4 F Horns
2 C Trumpets
Trombone
Bass Trombone

Orchestral parts and large score are available on rental from the publisher.

Cover art: Kamancheh player from a Persian miniature, Iran.

Timpani
Percussion

Vibraphone, Xylophone, Bass Drum, Cymbals,
     Tambourine, Triangle, Snare Drum

Celesta
Harp

Strings
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