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Cello in the Universe is a composition for violoncello solo in four movements.  
i conceived of this piece in a curious way – i experienced a dream.  it was a dream 
of solo cello music that was unattached to our comprehension of time and space. in
my dream, the music was coming from a cello floating in space.  Perhaps at one time 
it was attached to a satellite, or a space station, but by accident it came unfastened 
from its lifeline-tether and began to drift forever through the universe.  of course, 
music cannot be heard in space.  there is no air to transmit the vibrations to our 
eardrums.  nevertheless, i sketched down the idea and worked it out over the course 
of several months.  the piece was composed in the summer of 2001 in Manhattan, 
new York.  the premiere took place by the extraordinary cellist, Matt Goeke, at a 
concert of the Glass Farm ensemble, on June 13th, 2010, at the Baryshnikov Arts 
Center in Manhattan, new York.

roBert MArtin began composing at age 10.  After receiving Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in Music Composition from the Peabody Conservatory of Music, 
he worked at various jobs, including as an apprentice in pipe organ restoration.  in
1976, the American Academy of Arts and letters awarded him the Charles ives
scholarship for outstanding music composition, allowing him to continue post-
graduate studies in new York.  in 1979, he received a Fulbright scholarship to vienna
in music composition.  returning to new York in 1980, he turned his attention to 
Wall Street, rising to the position of Senior Vice President in investment banking at 
a leading firm, and serving as financial advisor to the City of New York.  As the 1999 
recipient of the Japan-U.s. Creative Artist Fellowship in music composition, he spent 
six months traveling throughout Japan.  Active as a composer full time, he lives in 
midtown Manhattan, and travels widely in Asia, europe and north America. robert
Martin’s music is published by the Theodore Presser Company, and is recorded on 
the north/south recordings, Furious Artisans, and Cri record labels.
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for Violoncello solo

to Matt Goeke

Cello in the Universe
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