David Leisner

Confiding

a cycle of 10 songs to poems by women

for High Voice and Guitar

This cycle of ten songs, set to poems by women, deals with various kinds and
stages of confiding. The first and last songs act as a prelude and postlude. Songs
no. 2-5 trace the rise and fall of an intimate relationship, after which the “1” of the
poems turns for confiding to the guitar (no. 6), pauses for reevaluation (no. 7),
then turns to imagination (no. 8), and finally to God (no. 9).

Confiding exists in versions for both high and medium voice with piano, as well
as for high voice with guitar. While the cycle is most powerful performed in its
entirety, it may be excerpted as well. It is dedicated to Ralph Jackson.
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for Ralph

Confiding
2 a cycle of 10 songs to poems by women
for high voice and guitar

1. Savior! I've no one else to tell

Emily Dickinson David Leisner
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3. Wild Nights

David Leisner

Emily Dickinson
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Gene Scaramellino

4. Signal

David Leisner

p  Tentatively (4 = 72) V 2 o
P’ A / I I | [ N T ! ]
V AN 3 bl | - | [ [ | [ & < |
[ € an Wl / | | | [ & / N
ANSVARE 3 1 1 | = 1
DY) ~ -
. In my most au-tis-tic times, When
s Tentatively (- =72) . - y - .
- L | L | U
(o kei® o ! o eie e o v0 e o
Q) l I I | l I I | ‘ ‘ } } ‘ I ‘. ‘ } J Il'r' ! ‘ d‘ 1
let notes ring throughout
; ' poco rit. A tempo cresc.
P
!
ver -bal thought is drown - ing, And  si-lence seems the on-ly choice, I will
§/6C1 poco rit.
A tempo
g “l ; [ @ l } IV / p = = | 3J
o —° : o g * A PFier :
\})V L 3 - [ '} J | — 5 ' [ i\ 1
b e o e
< 7"'/‘> _p cresc.
s mf
r 3— | \ — |
B i —— I I
| @ g - O | |
AN [ [ [ ~1 b 1 1
DY) o
mo-tion to you from__ a raft
5/6CIII
| —
9 I I | | 4;‘1 2
Go > o ® [ | e | ‘
"V | [ | | | [ | | [ | I [ [ [ [ [ 1
\eo —— | ——— T . j 1 I 1 i i ]
L” T- 16
7 () —3— —3— | \ I"’3‘_/1 —3— — 3 |
[ [ [ [ 1 Al ’ [ 1 [ [ 1
o I E— \ ‘
Where am [ drift-ing to?____ The pastswims up, dreams sur - face.
CIv
H ! 5 ! Lol He |, ! ! 4
p’ A P T o o2 T T # gl \ I
(o> — = - = 20 —i—4 i
"V = 1 | ' ot | I
\Ne) lb_. ‘ ‘ kE N — — m 3
16 I
r () p ‘ ] — | | I —3—
b’ 4 ] | — [ [ N [ | [ } i I : - I
ﬁvb—'—ﬁ—'iﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁ—kd—a i D7 \ K
YV = | & & [ 11
[Y) ——— o o
A spring-lit eve-ning, I stood on the shore, Hold - ing_
o) sbe - | - - | o |
Ny — - i — - o
% - — — — — — i i |
\ [ I — ‘ — l I — _r_ e
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5. Star-Crossed
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16 6. The Lady to her Guitar

Emily Bronté David Leisner
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7. Love and Friendship

Emily Bronté David Leisner
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- 8. To Imagination
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Emily Bronté
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